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INC-5 opening statement: Health industry support for a plastics
Instrument

25 NOVEMBER 2024, BUSAN, SOUTH KOREA — This statement is delivered on behalf of IFPMA,
GSCF, and IGBA, who collectively represent innovative, generic, and biosimilars pharmaceutical
companies, as well as consumer healthcare manufacturers.

We support a UN instrument to end plastic pollution through a harmonized, global approach that
prioritizes patient safety and safeguards access to medicinal and medical products.

Our member companies recognize the role they play both in relation to human health and
environmental protection, including the effects of plastic pollution.

It is important to recognize that plastics play an essential part in public health by enabling the
availability of safe, effective, and quality-assured medicines for patients around the world.

The greatest potential impact of the instrument will be for medicinal products where plastic packaging
(primary packaging) or a device made from plastic is in direct contact with a medicinal product, or on
plastic products used in the manufacturing process.

There are specific considerations for the health industry due to the stringent regulatory rules that are
applied to ensure that materials meet rigorous quality, safety, and efficacy standards to protect
patient health. Changes require time and resources, from industry and from national regulatory
agencies, to be implemented. Testing and validation of innovative packaging material can take up to
5-10 years to complete.

We believe it is possible to achieve a treaty that protects both the environment and human health,
through harmonized, targeted extended compliance periods; in line with regulatory standards
and timelines; and through limited exemptions where no feasible and safe alternatives exist
at sufficient quality and scale. It will be critical to include such provisions in both the instrument
and the annexes, as required. This will provide the approach needed to transition while new or
alternative materials, processes, and formulations are established in collaboration with regulatory
authorities.
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Companies are already engaged in a number of initiatives, including integrating bio-based packaging
materials, sustainable packaging, and blister pack materials; combining efforts through trade
associations; and working with other health sector actors on take-back and recycling schemes.

Addressing plastic pollution, particularly within the health industry, requires a collaborative approach.
The health sector comprises multiple stakeholders, including hospitals, clinics, medical device- and
consumer healthcare manufacturers, pharmaceutical companies, and public health services, each
relying on plastics for different purposes. This diversity underscores the need for solutions that
are tailored to the varying roles, responsibilities, and regulatory standards across the sector,
including areas where regulatory standards and environmental regulations intersect.

Together, we can make significant strides in reducing plastic pollution and protecting both public
health and the environment.

For more information please see:
- |FPMA position paper on,
- GSCF position paper on, “

About IFPMA

The International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations (IFPMA) represents
the innovative pharmaceutical industry at the international level, engaging in official relations with the
United Nations and multilateral organizations. Our vision is to ensure that scientific progress
translates into the next generation of medicines and vaccines that deliver a healthier future for people
everywhere. To achieve this, we act as a trusted partner, bringing our members' expertise to
champion pharmaceutical innovation, drive policy that supports the research, development, and
delivery of health technologies, and create sustainable solutions that advance global health.

For more information, visit

About GSCF

About The Global Self-Care Federation

The Global Self-Care Federation represents associations and manufacturers in the self-care
industry, promoting sustainable and better global health outcomes for all. The Global Self-Care
Federation is the go-to source of information for the self-care industry. We work closely with our
members and relevant stakeholder groups to deliver better choice, better care and better value. By
placing the benefits of self-care at the heart of what we do, promoting industry transparency, and
supporting the regulated use of health data, we ensure that self-care continues to play its
increasingly vital role in sustainable healthcare, worldwide.

For more information, visit
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https://www.ifpma.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2404_Position-Paper_Plastics-Instrument_INC-4_IFPMA.pdf
https://www.selfcarefederation.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024-07/Transition%20to%20sustainable%20plastic%20packaging%20for%20consumer%20healthcare%20products_0.pdf
https://www.selfcarefederation.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/2024-07/Transition%20to%20sustainable%20plastic%20packaging%20for%20consumer%20healthcare%20products_0.pdf
http://ifpma.org/
https://www.selfcarefederation.org/

About IGBA

The International Generic and Biosimilar medicines Association (IGBA) strengthens cooperation
between associations representing manufacturers of generic and biosimilar medicines from around
the world. Adopting a patient centric approach, IGBA works to improve patients’ access to quality-
assured, safe and cost-effective medicines by promoting competition and enabling innovation in the
pharmaceutical sector and sustainable economic contributions for all stakeholders.

For more information, visit

For further information, please contact:

Elliot Dunster
Executive Director, Communications, IFPMA
+41 79 502 76 90

Chemin des Mines 9 +41 22 338 32 00
1202 Geneva info@ifpma.org
Switzerland ifoma.org /IFPMA

@IFPMA


mailto:info@ifpma.org
https://www.igbamedicines.org/
mailto:e.dunster@ifpma.org

